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45  Galgate 


Barnard  Castle, 


July  1943. 


LIr.  Chairman  & Gentlemen, 


I have  pleasure  in  presenting  my  Annual  Report 


for  the  year  1942, 


By  ’direction’  of  the  Ministry  of  Health,  as  in 


previous  war  years,  only  a modified  report  can  he  submitted 


to  you,  and  details  such  as  social  and  sanitary  conditions 


have  been  omitted. 


Now  that  the  v/ar  outlook  is  brighter  we 


t begin 


to  look  ahead  to  the  time  when  schemes  for  new  housing,  and 
sanitary  improvements,  both  urgently  needed  in  the  area,  may 
be  resumed.  I hope  that  during  the  coming  year  surveys  and 
inspections  of  the  district  may  be  conmenced  again  by  this 
department,  so  that  when  the  great  period  of  post-war  reconstruction 
arrives  we  shall  not  be  too  far  behind  with  our  plans, 

I am  again  indebted  to  the  Members  of  the  Council  for 
support  in  matters  relating  to  my  Department, 

I am.  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


, 
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VITA^L  STATIST ICS^  Rep;istrar  General *s  Figures  for  1942. 

Comparative  Table  of  Birth  Rates. 


T!J.3  Area. 


Boys  147 ) 
Girls  129) 


This  Area. 


Boys  3 ) 
Girls 


LIVE  BIRTHS. 


Birth  Rate. 

16,2  per 
thousand. 

STILL  BIRTHS. 

Birth  Rate. 

0.53 

thousand. 


England  & Wales 
Birth  Rate, 

15. 8 per 
thousand. 


Erigland  & Wales 
Birth  Rate. 

0,54  per 
thousand. 


Oonparative  Table  of  Death  Rates. 


England  & Wales. 


Death  of  Infants  ) g 

under  one  year  ) 

Not  given. 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  - 28 

49 

Number  of 

Deaths, 

This  Area. 

England  & Wales. 

Males  119) 
Females  93) 

Not  given. 

Death  Rate  12,4  per  thousand. 

11,  6 per  thousand. 

Causes  of 

Death, 

Heart  Disease 

59 

Cancer 

35 

Other  Diseases  of 

Diabetes 

2 

Ciculatory  System 

7 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  or 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage 

28 

Duodenum 

3 

Bronchitis 

5 

Other  Digestive 

Pneumonia 

6 

Diseases 

3 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

4 

Nephritis 

5 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory 

Premature  Birth  Sz 

System 

5 

other  causes 

8 

Syphilitic  Diseases 

1 

Road  Traffic  Accidents 

5 

Influenza 

4 

Other  violent  Causes 

7 

Acute  Infectious  Encephalitis 

1 

All  other  causes 

24 

TOTAL  - 212. 


The  crude  birth-rate  shows  an  increase  of  3.4  per  thousand  compared  with 
the  figure  for  1941  (12,8  per  thousand) 

The  crude  death-rate  shows  a decrease  of  0.8  per  thousand  compared  v/ith 
the  figure  for  1941  (l3. 2 per  thousand) 

NOTIFICATIONS  OE  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES . 


1940. 

1941. 

1942. 

Scarlet  Fever 

25 

12 

15 

Diphtheria 

6 

21 

17 

Measles 

216 

143 

121 

Whooping  Cough 

9 

62 

3 

Pneumonia 

21 

10 

11 

Erysipelas 

4 

2 

5 

Cerebrospinal  Meningitis 

9 

nil 

3 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

1 

2 

1 

Enteric  Fever 

1 

1 

nil 
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There  was  a decrease  in  the  rajmber  of  cases  of  diphtheria 
notified  during  the  year.  Of  the  17  cases  notified  10  were 
children  under  the  age  of  15  years;  and  of  these  2 were  under 
the  age  of  5 years.  Of  these  10  cases  only  3 had  been  previously 
inmuni sed, 

TUBERCULOS IS . During  the  year  10  new  cases  were  notified. 

Pulmonaty,  Non-tnlmonary. 

Males  4.  3. 

Females  3.  2. 

DIPHTHERIA  TMIvTUNISATION  SCHEME. 

The  Schone,  authorised  by  the  Council  in  J\me  1941,  whereby 
children  up  to  the  age  of  15  years  could  be  immunised  free  of 
charge  at  the  doctor*s  surgery,  was  continued  throughout  the 
year.  Leaflets  were  distributed  fran  time  to  time  through  the 
channels  of  schools.  County  Welfare  Centres,  School  Medical 
Inspections  and  Clinics.  Much  valuable  work  is  being  done  by 
the  County  Health  Visitors  who  visit  the  houses  and  advise  parents 
to  have  their  children  iranunised.  The  influence  of  the  family 
doctor  is  also  an  essential  factor  in  the  successful  promotion  of 
the  scheme.  Although  the  percentage  figure  of  chi3.dren  of  school 
age  who  have  been  inoculated  is  a satisfactory  one,  there  is  still 
a considerable  lag  in  the  figure  for  the  children  under  five  year  age 
groups.  Adequate  provision  of  facilities  for  immunisation  of  the  children 
of  the  younger  age  group  should  be  provided  by  the  County  Health  Authority 
at  Coxmty  Welfare  Clinics, 

Diphtheria  Prophylajcis,  Return  for  the  year. 

Age  under 
5 years. 

Number  of  children  resident  in  the  area  ) 

who  received  a full  course  of  immunisation  ) 215 

during  the  year.  ) 

Estimated  percentage  of  child  population  ) 

who  received  a full  course  of  immunisation  ) 32.8 

during  the  year.  ; 

TRE.ITMENT  OF  SCABIES.  (Scabies  Order  1941). 
iirrangements  were  made  and  sanctioned  by  both  Councils  for  the  treatment 
under  the  Scabies  Order  1941,  of  ambulant  cases  of  Scabies  at  the  Bishop 
Auckland  A.R.P.  Cleansing  Station,  North  Bondgate,  These  facilities 
applied  to  persons  resident  in  the  Toft  Hill,  Etherley,  Cockfield  and 


Age  over 
5 years. 

327 

69.5 
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Evenwood  Areas,  For  cases  occurring  in  areas  nearer  to  Barnard 
Castle  similar  arrangements  were  made  for  treatment  at  the  A.R.P. 

Cleansing  Station,  Dunelra  Square, 

The  incidence  of  Scabies,  high  as  it  was  in  seme  areas  before  the 
war,  has  increased  since  the  onset  of  hostilities.  Conditions  directly 
attributable  to  the  war,  such  as  increased  overcrowding  in  reception 
areas,  or  lack  of  adequate  facilities  for  personal  cleanliness  in 
bombed  areas,  have  undoubtedly  favoured  its  spread.  Compulsory  treatment 
by  modern  methods,  and  provided  by  the  local  Sanitary  Authority,  will 
do  much  to  counteract  this  spread.  An  essential  factor  in  its  success 
is  the  treatment  of  all  affected  members  of  a family  at  one  and  the  same 
time.  It  is  already  evident  that  effective  treatment  can  best  be  carried 
out  by  trained  attendants  at  a suitably  equipped  treatment  centre,  and  it 
is  hoped  that  facilities  for  treatment  by  local  authorities  may  continue 
to  be  available  to  the  public  after  the  war  in  those  areas  where  the  need 
arises. 

Pron  August  until  the  end  of  the  year  39  patients  resident  in  the  Rural 
District  were  treated  at  the  Bishop  Auckland  Centre  in  North  Bondgate. 

Of  the  39  oases  treated  6 required  three  treatments,  31  required  two 
treatments,  and  2 required  one  treatment  - a total  of  eighty-two  treatments. 
Distribution  of  cases,  Evenwood,  32  cases,  involving  lA  families; 

Cockfield,  3 oases,  involving  2 families;  and  Ramshaw,  4 cases,  involving 
one  family. 

Nine  patients  resident  in  the  Rural  District  were  treated  at  the  Barnard 
Castle  Cleansing  Station,  Dunelm  Square. 

GCfVERNMENT  EVACUATION  SCHEME. 

The  folloT/ing  figures  of  the  number  of  persons  billeted  or  housed  by  the 
Local  Authority  during  the  year  have  been  kindly  supplied  by  the  Chief 
Billeting  Officer; - 

At  1st  January  At  31at  December 

1942.  1942, 


Teachers 

7 

3 

Helpers 

6 

6 

Mot  hers 

49 

28 

Accompanied  Children 

81 

43 

Unaccompanied  Children 

345 

157 

488 

297 
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In  December  a Government  Hostel  and  Sick  Bay  for  evacuee 
children  v/as  opened  at  Headlara  Hall,  Gainford,  Mrs,  E.  T.  Mellor 
was  appointed  Matron  and  Miss  P,  Roberts  Gook-housekeeper. 

The  Hostell  occupies  the  north  wing  of  the  house,  and  acconmodation 
is  provided  for  15  children.  The  Hostel  provides  for  the 
reception  areas,  conprising  Barnard  Castle  Urban  and  Rural  Areas 
and  Startforth  and  Darlington  Rural  Districts, 

At  the  end  of  the  year  the  total  number  of 
dairy  farms  registered  in  the  district  for  producing  milk  or  butter, 
was  over  800,  The  exact  figure  cannot  at  present  be  stated  owing 
to  adjustments  in  the  register  since  the  war.  There  are  76  producers 
in  the  area  holding  special  licences,  of  which  19  are  producing  T.T. 
milk  and  57  producing  accredited  milk. 

The  great  increase  in  the  number  of  farms  producing  milk  for  wholesale 
or  retail  consumption  since  the  onset  of  the  war,  has  raised  the  question 
of  clean  and  wholesome  milk  production  to  one  of  national  importance. 
Briefly,  there  are  two  main  aspects  to  the  problem;  firstly,  that  of 
the  raising  and  maintenance  of  disease-free,  and  in  particular  tubercle- 
free,  herds  of  cattle;  and  secondly,  the  obtaining  and  maintenance  of 
stii table  conditions  for  the  production  of  clean  milk.  Up  to  the  present 
time  it  is  still  the  duty  of  the  local  authority  to  see  that  these  latter 
conditions  are  obtained. 

During  the  year  inspections  were  made  by  the  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector  of 

Dairy  Saras  in  this  area.  The  following  is  a note  by  the  Inspector 

relating  to  inspections  made  under  the  Milk  & Dairies  Orders, 

Milk  & Dairies  Inspections. 

147  Inspections  made  of  different  Barms 
(163  visits  involved) 

Summary  of  Chief  Defects  Found. 

1,  Inadequate  water  supply  with  consequent,  improper  cooling. 

(out  of  147  dairy  farms  visited,  73  farms  were  without  adequate 
water  supply) 

2,  Narrow  gangways  and  uneven,  broken  pervious  channels  and  standings, 

3,  Dirty  cow  flanks,  and  dirty  walls  of  byres  through  lack  of  attention  - 
attributed  to  labour  shortage. 

Summary  of  Notices  ( Informal ), 

66  served  for  cleansing  and  defects. 

Verbal  reccmmendations  were  made  in  other  cases. 
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From  visits  of  inspeotion  which  I have  made  with  the  Sanitary 
Inspector,  I can  support  his  evidence  that  much  requires  to  he 
done  to  improve  the  conditions  under  which  milk  is  produced. 

In  scna  villages  these  conditions  are  primitive.  In  the  parish 
of  Bolam,  for  instance,  there  are  nine  dairy  farms,  the  average 
milk  production  being  15  gallons  a day.  In  all  cases  water 
supplies  are  from  shallow  wells  and  many  of  t her? become  dry  during 
the  summer  season.  Owing  to  the  water  situation  at  many  of  the  , 

farms  the  milk  is  not  properly  cooled,  and  adequate  cleansing  of 
the  cow  hyres  is  impossible. 

The  following  sire  improvements  urgently  needed  in  the  area:- 

1.  Provision  of  adequate  water  supplies, 

2.  Reconstruction  of  Cow  Byres, 

3.  Provision  of  suitable  rooms  for  storage  and  cooling 
purposes. 

4-.  More  attention  paid  to  cleanliness  in  milking  process 
and  cleansing  of  utensils, 

AIR  RAID  PRECAUTIONS. 

Throughout  the  year  conditions  remained  quiet  in  the  area,  and  no 
incidents  were  recorded,  A course  in  anti-gas  training  and 
decontamination  was  held  in  Evenwood  and  attended  by  the  First-Aid 
Personnel  attached  to  the  depot.  Frequent  practices  were  carried  out 
at  Middleton-in-Teesdale  depot  and  at  Evenwood  ui'Jcr  the  supervision 
of  Dr,  R,  Dawson,  Middleton  and  Dr,  R,  Milne  of  Evenwood, 

IFFAFT  WELFARE  & SCHOOL  CLINICS. 

As  in  previous  years,  infant  welfare  clinics  were  held  at  monthly 
intervals  at  Cockfield,  Butterknowle,  Staindrop  and  Middleton-in- 
Teesdale,  Fortnightly  clinics  were  also  held  in  Barnard  Castle, 

Weekly  temporary  school  clinics  were  also  held  at  Butterknowle  Council 
School  and  Evenv/ood  Church  of  England  School.  These  clinics  are 
administered  by  the  County  Council, 

SAFITARY  IFSPECTIOF  OF  THE  AREA. 

The  following  is  a statement  of  the  number  and  nature  of  inspections 
made  during  the  year  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors'  department;- 
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Classification, 


Number  of  Visits. 


Shops,  etc.  172 

Disinfection  of  Infectious  Diseases  53 

Scavenging  & Refuse  Disposal  873 

Water  Supplies  47 

Verminous  Premises  2 

Sanitary  Accommodation  & Drainage  126 

Housing  & Nuisances  127 

Milk  & Dairies  I63 


Total  1563. 


SmtMRY  OF  NOTICES  SERVED. 


Public  Health  Acts-.  Number  of  informal 

written  notices  by 
Inspector, 


( 

Dwelling  houses  ( 
& Schools ( 


Foul 

condition 
Standard  defects 
Overcrowding. 


87 


Number  of  Number  of 

Formal  Notices  Nuisances 
by  Order  of  abated  after 

Authority.  Not ice. 


23 


78 


Lodging  Houses 

- 

Dairies  & Milk  Shops 

18 

Cowsheds 

47 

Bakehouses 

- 

Slaughter  houses 

- 

Ash-pits  & Privies 

108 

Deposits  of  Refuse  & Manure 

10 

Y/ater-Closets 

3 

Defective  Yard  Paving 

- 

( Defective  Traps 
House  r No  disconnection 

Drainage(  frem  sewers 

- 

( Other  faults 

18 

Water  Supply 

23 

Pigsties 

Animals  Improperly  kept 

3 

2 

Offensive  Trades 

- 

Smoke  Nuisances 

1 

Verminous  Premises 

1 

1 


5 

9 


76 

7 

3 


18 

1 14 

3 

2 

1 

1 


A Certain  proportion  of  the  time  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector  was  occupied 
by  Civil  Defence  Duties  as  Deputy  Controller  for  the  Rural  District,  v/hile 
that  of  the  Temporary  Assistant  Sanitary  Inspector  was  occupied  by  salvage 


work, 
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